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Critical Analysis of Gender Inequality and Gender Based Abuse Diagram
In chapter 8 of her book “The Invisible Woman,” Joanne Belknap (2020) elaborates on the relationship between gender inequality and gender-based abuse. In this context, the author uses gender to refer to the societal attachment of certain functions, privileges, characteristics, and behaviors to individuals of one sex in different contexts (Heise et al., 2019). As such, Belknap (2020) uses a sociological perspective in analyzing the relationship between gender inequality and gender-based abuse. From this perspective, gender inequality can be understood as the societal patterns that award certain privileges to individuals of a particular sex, with biased worth being attached especially to actions or behaviors related to the societal standards of masculinity (Heise et al., 2019). According to Belknap (2020), such biases lead to gender-based abuse, which manifests in injustices such as rape, whose victims are predominantly female, and the perpetrators are predominantly male. Subsequently, Belknap (2020) analyzes the works of different authors to illustrate her point regarding the reciprocal relationship between gender inequality and gender-based abuse.
Belknap (2020) examines rape as a manifestation of gender-based abuse to present different points of view regarding the relationship between rape and gender inequality. Belknap (2020) explains that on one hand, some argue that rape leads to gender inequality, such that the act of raping is perpetrated by male individuals who intend to intimidate females into accepting inferior positions in society. Belknap (2020) explains that this initiates fear among women whose lives can then be controlled, thus leading to gender inequality. On the other hand, Belknap (2020) presents a contrasting point of view from other researchers who argue that gender inequality leads to rape, and not the other way around. These researchers postulate that the skewed societal power dynamics which favor males are responsible for perpetuating rape in our society (Belknap, 2020). Nonetheless, Belknap (2020) points out that the conclusions from various researchers regarding the relationship between rape and gender inequality have been subject to various criticisms that reveal weak points such as intrinsic biases on the researcher’s part.
Belknap (2020) also elucidates the contribution of gender socialization to gender inequality. Gender socialization refers to the societal mechanisms that facilitate the adoption and perpetuation of various cultural beliefs, habits, and mannerisms based on an individual’s gender (Strapko, 2016). Fundamentally, gender socialization is responsible for the masculine and feminine standards that are accepted by society and which form the basis for biases or privileges directed towards a particular gender (Strapko, 2016). Belknap (2020) argues that gender socialization has promoted societal conceptions that identify females as weaker and that they should therefore be more careful, while males are identified as more powerful and less likely to be fearful. Consequently, Belknap (2020) argues that gender inequality has been most exemplified in our society during instances of disputes or warfare. To illustrate her point, Belknap (2020) described how during civil wars, more men were killed due to gender socialization which forces more of them to participate in the wars, thus reducing the male population. Subsequently, more women are left defenseless, thereby becoming more exposed to gender-based abuse and inequality during the civil wars (Belknap, 2020). Consequently, Belknap (2020) illustrates how gender socialization creates a connection between gender inequality and gender-based abuse during civil wars. Nonetheless, she argues that civil wars are just one example among many of the relationships between gender inequality and gender-based abuse (Belknap, 2020).
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